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Dear Mr Lindhurst, 

I’m writing to bring to your attention a new joint statement by Universities Scotland and 
the Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI), focused on extending and 
deepening the connections between universities and the business community when it 
comes to skills development, research and innovation. This closer partnership has been 
reached with the goal of achieving increased productivity and higher rates of inclusive 
economic growth in Scotland.  

Business engagement has long been a priority for the Scottish higher education sector and 
there are many indictors that demonstrate a strong and productive relationships between 
universities and Scotland’s business sector. A recent survey found 93% of business 
respondents have established links with higher education institutions, whilst the same 
survey showed a high demand for university educated graduates, with 79% of UK 
employers predicting their company will grow its need for highly-skilled people.  

In 2017 Scotland’s universities delivered on a five point plan of action to make it easier for 
business to work with universities to address their innovation needs. Those practical 
actions were focused on removing barriers to collaboration, on ensuring universities are 
open so that facilities and equipment can be used by business and reducing administration 
and paperwork as much as possible.  

But there’s more we can do and that’s why the shared vision with SCDI is so important. 
It’s a fresh look at how private companies, public organisations, the third sector and 
universities can positively contribute to Scotland’s economy and help drive inclusive 
growth and promote productivity. Our aim is to accelerate the growth of a cycle of 
innovation-hungry businesses and highly-responsive universities, collaborating together 
to provide a greater combined impact.  

We see an important role for the Scottish Government and its agencies in supporting this 
agenda, by creating the right policy environment which will enable the synergy between 
business and universities to grow further. Working together, SCDI and Universities 
Scotland have identified a series of policy priorities for the Scottish Government including:  
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• Policies that support peoples’ learning throughout their careers, as they adapt 
to the opportunities of a changing economy; 

• Policies that support SMEs to invest in their staff and their leadership; 

• The Enterprise Agencies working with a wider range of businesses to promote 
innovation, and to promote business demand for universities’ contribution to 
innovation; 

• Scottish Government to include higher education as a key part of its export 
strategy, and to work closely with business and universities to attract inward 
investment. 

This shared vision follows a report by Professor Sir Anton Muscatelli, Driving Innovation in 
Scotland, published in November 2019, which calls on all partners to work together on a 
national mission to make Scotland the most innovative small country in the world. We’re 
pleased that this high level ambition is reflected in our own shared vision with SCDI. We’re 
hoping to meet with Derek Mackay MSP along with business leaders early in 2020 so we 
build a shared commitment with Scottish Government on taking this forward. 

I enclose a copy of the joint statement with this letter and I’d be glad to meet with you, or 
any members of your Committee, should you wish to discuss it in greater detail.  

Kind regards,  

 

Alastair Sim                        Matt Lancashire  

Director                     Director of Policy and Public Affairs 

Universities Scotland          Scottish Council for Development and Industry 

 

 

 


